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Welcome to the November edition
of the Via Nissa newsletter.

We are glad to share with you the latest news and stories that were discovered
by Via Nissa. 
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Tour of Vieux Nice
Via Nissa offers a guided tour of Vieux Nice (old city) over 3 hours or longer on
a walking tour led by historians and archivists whose research interest are on
the History of Nice.  The visits can be general, for those who are visiting Nice
for the first time, or far more detailed, for those who have been to the area
many times before and now wish to understand, in much greater, what they are
seeing.  There is a third category of participants in the Vieux Nice tour and that
is those who have bought property in the Old City and wish to know much more
about their building, their apartment and the neighborhood in which it is
located.  All three types of visitors participate in private visits which are
centered on their interests.  There are no scripts at Via Nissa and the route we
can take can vary and be changed by the participants at any time.

Its beautiful landscape, the light and the weather made it ideal to attract to the
old city not only the budding film industry, but also intellectuals such as the

http://www.vianissa.com/uncategorized/vieux-nice/


German philosopher Fredrich Nietzsche, the Russian writer Anton Chekhov, the
French painter Henri Matisse and the violin virtuoso Paganini among many,
many more. 

Click here to find out more about the visit of Vieux Nice. 

Who is the architect?
 
This unusual villa was built by the architect Georges Massa.  It was one of a
series of homes which were designed by Massa in the Vallauris region.   Massa
was the architect of a recent Villa in Golfe Juan which Via Nissa studied in
completing a historical report.  Our historical research involves archival and
historical studies on properties, those who built them, and those who owned
them.  Interested in knowing the history of your property?  Via Nissa always
prepares a preliminary study on all properties to assure us that there are
documents available before proceeding.

Contact us if you want to know the history of your house. 

http://www.vianissa.com/uncategorized/vieux-nice/
http://www.vianissa.com/contact/
mailto:evgenia@vianissa.com?subject=Historical%2520Report&body=Hello%250AI%2520want%2520to%2520know%2520more%2520about%2520my%2520property


Can you identify these symbols from the
Jewish Ghetto?

 
Robert Levitt wrote an article in Nice Matin blog about the symbols that can be
found in the old town of Nice. 

The initial entry of Jews into Nice is subject to speculation, but the first
documents related to the establishment of a Jewish Ghetto in Nice, called
judaysium, are dated in the year 1430. We don't know whether the Ghetto ever
became a reality because in 1448, the House of Savoy again reminded the
mayor of Nice of the obligation for the Jews to live in a separate area, which

http://www.vianissa.com/jewish-heritage-tour-of-nice/
http://www.vianissa.com/about/


would be locked at night. Recall that in the medieval period, sovereigns had
very little ability to force anyone to do their bidding, especially those who, like
Nice, were far away.

It appears that the Jews of Nice were once again living in their Ghetto, perhaps
hidden in the basement, which had served as tunnels between the buildings
and the parallel street, Rue Droite during the Nazi roundups of WWII. In the
basement of a building on rue Benoit Bunico, there are a number of etchings
carved into the wall.

Read the English version here. 
Read the French version here. 

You can also visit our blog and know more about 
The 18th century Jewish Cemetery

and
The Cathedral of Nice, Saint Réparate, the German occupation during WWII

and its Archbishop Paul Rémond

Past issues of the newsletter are available here. 
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