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Welcome to the September edition 
of the Via Nissa newsletter.
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Dear Via Nissa community,

A challenging summer for international tourism is
coming to an end in Nice.  As August ends, the weather
has suddenly begun to cool down.  This week was the
start of the tour de France, which began this year in
Nice.  The city was so concerned about getting the start
off well, that they made the local soccer team, OGC
Nice, play in an empty stadium to avoid a potential
further breakout of COVID19.   (Normally in France, the

stadiums this year are allowed 5,000 fans).  The start of the tour was a
subdued affair.  Small crowds were at the start.  The COVID19 positive tests
have risen in Nice as the tourist descended on the town.  And those who came
weren’t the higher spending foreign tourists, but mostly French tourists who
decided to stay closer to home. 

Le Tour de France passing through the Village of Le Bar sur Loup

With more time on our hands from a lack of tourists, we concentrated our
energy on the historical property market, providing the historical background for
realtors who use our information to generate a buzz, free publicity and
increased property values.  This month, among the properties we examined
was the birthplace of the Amiral de Grasse, the unknown hero of the American
Revolutionary war.  Do you know his story and his importance to America?
 
The American Revolution may have been started by a group of citizen-soldiers
but by the fall of 1780, after five frustrating years of war, George Washington
came to understand that the only way to defeat the British Empire was with the
help of the French navy. But as he learned after two years of trying,
coordinating his army's movements with those of a fleet of warships based
thousands of miles away was next to impossible. For five years, two armies had
clashed along the edge of a vast continent.
 
One side, the Rebels, had the advantage of land. Even when they lost a battle,
which happened more often than not, they could retire into the countryside and
wait for the next chance to attack. The other side, the British Empire, had the
advantage of the sea. With its fleet of powerful warships it could attack the
Rebels' seaside cities at will. British forces on land were continually resupplied
and replenished from the sea. But no matter how many coastal towns the
Empire might take, it did not have enough soldiers to occupy all of the Rebels
territory. Without a significant navy of their own, the Rebels could never inflict
the ultimate blow that would win them their independence. The war had turned
into a stalemate, with the Empire hoping the Rebel's rickety government would
soon collapse, and the Rebels hoping for the miraculous intervention of a
powerful ally. But the bitter truth was that by the summer of 1781, the American
Revolution had failed. Men refused to serve, and Washington was left with a
force of only 2,500.
 
George Washington was fighting his own demons as his quest for
independence was about to end in defeat.  And then, on September 1781, the
impossible happened. Recognized today as one of the most important naval
engagements in the history of the world, the Battle of the Chesapeake made
the subsequent victory of the Americans at Yorktown a virtual inevitability and
ultimately the end of the war. The British naval historian Michael Lewis calls the
naval battle "one of the decisive battles of the world. Before it, the creation of
the United States of America was possible; after it, it was certain." This battle
led a month later to the defeat of General Cornwallis in Yorktown and the
Rebels winning their independence from England. A defeat at Yorktown would
have ended the American Revolution with the British as the victors.
The great irony is that while the Battle of the Chesapeake was the greatest
naval battle ever fought in American waters, there were no Americans in the
battle, which was likely the reason that the Amiral de Grasse was not as well-
known as Lafayette or Rochambeau. The victorious fleet was led by the French
Amiral François Joseph Paul de Grasse. The Amiral de Grasse was born in the
Chateau des Valettes, today located in the village of Tourette-sur-Loup.

Chateau des Valettes

Here is an example of how realtors are using our services to market their
properties. 

The Real Story of Canon du Midi

The historical reconstruction of Nice's noontime canon takes place every Sunday till
September 27th on the castle hill (Photo Christine Rinaudo)

In the History of Nice, our column this month in the Nice-Matin was focused on
the Canon du Midi.  A canon shot is fired off every day at noon exact and locals
and tour guides will tell the legend of a Lord Coventry, in a few varieties, who
got the mayor of Nice to shoot off the canon each day to remind his wife to
return home for lunch.  How such a ridiculous story can take on such power,
reminds you that legends are rarely true.  In our column, we tell the true story of
the canon and Mr. Coventry, the lawyer turned scientist. 

Read the English version of Nice's noontime canon here. 

Robert Levitt, the expert for the history of the Old Town of Nice, was
interviewed for Nice Matin, you can watch the video and read the French article
here. 

Robert Levitt for Nice Matin

Click here to contact Via Nissa for more information.

Visit our website.

Stay tuned on our Facebook page.

Read past issues of the Via Nissa newsletter here.
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