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Welcome to the November edition 
of the Via Nissa newsletter.

Forward to a Friend

Dear Via Nissa community,

"Although pestilential sicknesses can arise from a
corruption of water and food, as happens in times of
famine and poor productivity, nevertheless we are of the
opinion that illnesses which proceed from a corruption
of the air are more deadly, since this evil is more hurtful
than food or drink in that its poison penetrates quickly to
the heart and lungs.  Moreover, we believe that the
present epidemic or plague originated from air that was

corrupt in its substance, and not only in its altered properties...  For many
vapors that had been corrupted at the time of the aforesaid conjunctions arose,
by virtue of their (nature), from the earth and water, and in the air were spread
and multiplied by frequent gusts of thick, wild and southerly winds, which, on
account of the foreign vapors they have brought are still bringing with them,
have corrupted the air in substance.  Thus, the corrupted air, when it is
breathed in, necessarily penetrates to the heart and corrupts the substance of
the spirit... this is the immediate cause of the current epidemic. »   Medical
Faculty of the University of Paris, Consultation, October 6, 1348, regarding the
plague ( "blow" from God is where the term Plague comes from).

The autumn is coming, some days like today are for t-shirts and other days a
sweater is needed, but otherwise, it is very quiet.  The second "confinement" or
lockdown which in French we call "sous cloche" has begun and our movements
are restricted.  The virus is certainly out of control and although the French
government tried in every way to avoid a lockdown, it was unable to keep the
numbers sufficiently low to allow the normal way of life to continue.  They tried
to close down sports gyms and then they tried a curfew, but the numbers
continued to soar and lockdown was the only option they could think of.  To give
you a sense of the number in France, this past weekend, we saw numbers
around 60,000 new infections a day.  President Macron has said the lockdown
will continue until the number is below 5,000.  The hope is that Christmas won't
occur under lockdown, but of course, bringing everyone together for shopping
or family time is exactly what they probably shouldn't do.

Our European neighbors in Slovakia are the first to take the Asian approach,
which means universal testing.  If you test the entire country, isolate those
positive, trace their contacts, you have a very good chance of dramatically
reducing the risk.  So far, this hasn't happened elsewhere in Europe, but
Slovakia, with its population of 5.5 million should provide a good "test" of the
efficiency of this going forward. 
 
Why did the virus peak up again?  Some say it was the dreaded second wave,
but some those more experienced say that second waves occur with influenza
but not coronavirus.  Others are pointing to new strains of the virus which are
much more contagious.  And in our northern neighbors, we find that a
population of minks was passing onto humans a new strain as well.  Denmark
decided to cull their entire mink population of 17 million.

In the past few days we have heard of a new vaccine by the pharmaceutical
company Pfizer.  Of course, these results came from a press release and not
from a peer-reviewed journal.  Whether this vaccine is effective or not is
something we can only hope for.  Clearly the scientists are getting closer.  Yet I
do get pause when I read that on the same day the company announced its
vaccine was 90% effective, the CEO of Pfizer, Albert Bourla, sold $5.6 million
worth of stock.  

Myself, I live in the countryside, not the city.  So for us, life isn't so badly
impacted.  For those who live in an apartment in Nice, for example, they are
allowed one hour outside and they must stay within 1 kilometer of their
apartments, except for when they go food shopping or take the dog out, it is
very restrictive.  But in the countryside, we drive to the store and we have
space, so these restrictions aren't really so bad.  Plus, as the population in our
area is much lower, I have yet to see a "control" or been checked as to where I
was going.(We must carry a document explaning why we have left our homes
whenever we are outside.) 
The second confinement is also not as strict as the first.  Children go to school.
Sports teams like the OGC Nice football team continue to play games so sports
fans can still watch them on television, although this past week 12 members of
the team test positive for the « morbum » or illness.  But these things may
change if the numbers don't drop in the next week or two.    Let's hope for
better results.  

Meanwhile, of course there is no tourism.  But Via Nissa is working hard on a
number of fascinating historical reports.  The more one digs, the less things
appear as they should.  I have been researching a bastide in the village of Opio
where the original James Bond 007 lived.  Yes, this was the man who Iam
Fleming based his novels on, and his story keeps more and more interesting
the deeper we dig.  Somehow, a large bastide was donated to the city of
Grasse to provide for retirees.  But it ended up in his family, who was far from
the original donor, for a price which was incredibly low.  Of course, now to keep
the place up costs an arm and a leg.  We also are working on report where one
of the owners was a jeweler, actually, he produced fake pearls.  They were so
perfect that you couldn't tell the fakes from the originals, so his business
boomed, apparently until he decided to charge the price of the real for the fake.
 And hence, you now can imagine how he could afford to buy a chateau.  Life is
never dull on the Côte d'Azur.

Read in our blog 

Where does the word “quarantine” come from?
Plague carrier in Genoa

Click here to contact Via Nissa for more information.

Visit our website.

Stay tuned on our Facebook page.

Read past issues of the Via Nissa newsletter here.
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